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Exhibition Details:  

The exhibition is held at the Doshisha Kyotanabe Kaido HIKARI -KAN  from March 1 5, 2018 

until the middle of September, 201 8. Sponsored by the Doshisha University Center for 

Christian Culture and supported by the Doshisha  Archives Center it presents documents 

related to Niijima Jƺõs life and thought as they relate to the development of the Doshisha 

Kyotanabe Campus.  

Cover photo 

(Left) Map of Doshisha Property and Surrounding Area, 1890 (Meiji 23)  

(Right) Map of Doshisha Pr operty and Surrounding Area, 1890 (Meiji 23)  
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Greetings  

 

Since 2015, there have been exhibitions every semester in the Kyotanabe 
Kaido HIKARIKAN -KAN . The original plan was to offer exhibitions that would 
change for each of a four -year undergraduateõs eight semesters, and this is the 
seventh exhibition. So we are now approaching the final stages of this plan. The 
previous exhibition centered on those w ho gave invaluable financial and moral 
support to Doshishaõs founding; this exhibition focuses on Doshishaõs founder, 
Niijima J ƺ, and his vision for a school as well as his actual plans for implementing 
this vision. The theme is Niijimaõs Plans for Doshisha: Vision and Challenges . 

As was shown in the previous exhibition, Niijima began collecting 
donations for his envisioned school while attending the 65 th annual meeting of 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions held at Grace 
Church in Rutland, Vermont. Visitors may imagine that Niijima was constantly 
seeking financial contributions, but in fact 
Niijima was interested not in money but in 
what money could accomplish. As he once 
noted, òIn economics the power without 
money or labor must have efficacy. And, in 
turn, good efficacy is good economics.ó 
(Quoted in Niijima J ƺ: Collected Writings 
on Religion and Education [Iwanami 
Bunko, 2010], pp. 122-123.) This exhibition 
shows that Doshisha is the result of 
Niijimaõs vision and his practicality. 

Niijima founded his vision of education 
on Christianity, as well as a comprehensive 
curriculum that included departments of 
religious studies and philosop hy, medicine, law, natural sciences, literature, 
political science and economics. Founded originally as a preparatory school for 
university education, at Doshisha Collegiate School (formerly Doshisha Academy) 
students received a broad liberal arts educatio n, a kind of educational philosophy 
much favored in contemporary times. Moreover, to ensure students were equipped 
with a rounded education unique to Doshisha, Niijima established a preparatory 
school that would prepare students for entry into the Collegia te School.  

Now with two universities, four junior and senior high  schools, two 
elementary schools, a kindergarten and an international school, Doshisha 
altogether combines fourteen schools. One cannot help but wonder Niijimaõs 
feelings in heaven as he wat ches over Doshisha. 

 
Director, Doshisha University Center for Christian Culture  

Kazuhiko Yokoi 
March, 2018 
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Note: 

School names in Doshisha  during the founding period was translated into English, referring to 

the historical document, òSeventeenth Annual Report of The Doshisha School ó, June, 1892. 

ΝDoshisha University  

ΝDoshisha Theological School 

ΝDoshisha Collegiate School  

ΝDoshisha Preparatory School  
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Display Theme :                

Niijimaõs Vision for a School        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is well known that Doshishaõs founder, Niijima Jƺ, worked 

diligently to find funds to establish a university, but if we look at 

the earliest materials during that time we can also understand 

that he was not simply trying to promote English language 

education or a university, but he also wanted to establi sh a 

preparatory school that would prepare students for entry into 

the English School. That is, he had a larger, comprehensive 

vision for a Doshisha education, which the historical materials 

in this exhibit illustrate.  
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Draft of the Outline and Plans of the Purpose of Founding  

Doshisha University  (copy), 1882, 1 volume, 26×19cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draft of Niijimaõs Speech (copy), Meiji period , 3 sheets, 25×35cm 

 

In November 1882 (Meiji 15) wrote a public proposal explaining his plans for establishing the 

university. On display is the oldest draft showing his plans for the universityõs planned 
departmental organization, including religious studies, philosophy, medi cine, and law. After 

getting sufficient funds he planned to establish departments of natural sciences and literature 

as well. He made a strong case for his proposed university, saying that it is òthe first step in 
the vision for true scholarship.ó Niijima understood the necessity of a disciplined approach to 

higher learning.  

This is the draft of a speech Niijima  likely gave in Osaka around 1889 (Meiji 22). Osaka was 

a rising commercial center and Niijima made the case there that philanthropy and money 
used wisely could contribute to a greater prosperity. In his speech he explained that donations 

provided the give r a kind of indirect benefit that could not be measured by money, but that 

helped advance Japanese people and society. For this reason he urged donations to Doshisha, 
which would then nurture the kinds of people who would steadily improve Japan.  
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 Branch of Chastisement  (copy), Meiji period , 3 pieces, the largest 60cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Niijima Jƺõs Bible (copy), date unknown , 1 volume, 21×14cm 

 

 

 

 

 

In April 1880, senior students led sophomores in a protest against the school, leading 

Doshisha into turmoil. On the 13th of April Niijima addressed the students at the morning 

chapel hour, telling them that the troubles were the result of his poor leaders hip, rather than 
their disobedience. To punish himself for this failure, Niijima used this branch to repeatedly 

strike the palm of his hand. The incident deeply impressed the students with Niijimaõs 

integrity and deep Christian faith and became a lesson pa ssed down to subsequent 
generations of Doshisha faculty and students.  

In the year after Niijima  arrived in America, Alpheus Hardy became the guardian of a young 

man named Joshua Montgomery Sears (1854 -1905) who gave Niijima this Bible. Niijima 
already had a condensed Bible translated into Chinese, so this English Bible was the first 

time he had ever  seen the full text. In this Bible we see Niijimaõs many handwritten notes, 

indicating his deepening curiosity and faith.  
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 The Purpose of the Foundation of Doshisha University copy , 

1888, 1 volume, 21.5×14.8cm 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Names of Donors to Doshisha University  (copy), 1889, 1 volume, 26.5×18cm 

 

 

This is a pamphlet distributed in November 1888 (Meiji 21). Niijima articulated the founding 

principles, while the journalist and intellectual Tokutomi Sohƺ wrote the contents. It was 

printed in magazines and newspapers throughout the nation and was thus widely seen. The 
central principle for the founding of the new school was to train citizens to become òthe 

conscience of the nation,ó an idea Niijima took directly from his experiences in Europe and the 

United states.  

In 1889 (Meiji 22) this list of donors was compiled. Here we see each name (except for those 

who wished to remain anonymous) and the amount they gave, ranging from large to modest. 
This reminds us that many segments of society supported Niijimaõs plan to create a university.  



Poster Panel  
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Niijima J ƺõs Plan for a School 

1 2  

1. Draft, òOutline and Plans for Founding  Doshisha Universityó, 1882 (Meiji 15) 

2. Portion of a Map of Doshisha Property and Surrounding Area, 1890 (Meiji 23)  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Doshisha Chapel  

  
Doshisha Chapel, shortly after completion      Doshisha Chapel Interior, shortly after completion  

  

 

 

 
 

 

The chapelõs cornerstone was laid on December 12, 1885, and the building was completed 

about six months later. At the cornerstone laying ceremony Niijima spoke about the deep 

connection between religion and edu cation, saying that the chapel was the foundation, the 
symbol and the soul of Doshisha. The chapel continues to play a central role in Doshishaõs 

religious life and teaching.  

Seven years after opening Doshisha Academy in 1875 (Meiji 8) Niijima J ƺ began collecting 

donations to establish a university. In that year, 1882  (Meiji 15), a plan for establishing a 
university was drafted that would add a broader unified curriculum beyond that already 

offered at the Doshisha Academy. In Niijimaõs plan, the new university would have 

departments for religious studies and philosophy , medicine, law, natural sciences, literature, 
all aimed at providing a thorough education. Although there were no detailed explanations 

for the curriculum of each department, the plan was sufficient to move ahead by purchasing 

7338 tsubo (roughly 24,000 square meters) of land in an area on the eastern side of 
Kamigoryƺ Shrine, which had formerly been the estate for Hikone Domain. 


