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Doshisha Kyotanabe Kaido HIKARI -KAN Exhibition:
APl anting the Seeds o0ofo Dost




Exhibition Details:

The exhibition is held at the Doshisha University ~ Kyotanabe Kaido HIKARI -KAN from March
15, 2019 until the middle of September, 2019. Sponsored by the Doshisha University Center for
Christian Culture and supported by the Doshisha Archi  ves Center it presents documents
related to Niijima Jo and his international experiences.

Cover 0 The Rutl and Speech, 600il Painting by Itai Kenz



Greetings

In honor of consecrating the H IKARI -KAN at the Doshisha Kyot anabe Campus in March
2015, there has been an exhibition every semester over the last four years. The idea has been
that undergraduates will be able to see a new exhibition every semester during their time as a
Doshisha student. With this ninth exhibiton we ar e now entering a second phase, which
revisits themes examined in the very first exhi
Construction on this Chapel was begun in 2014 to coincide with the 150  t anniversary of
Niijimads travel t o tmmeroftl3e4 (Geajid) NfimasShirmeta(asHen t he s
was then known) boarded the merchant vessel the  Beriin which was leaving from Hakodate. At
that time it was illegal to leave Japan. Stopping in Shanghai, Niijima transferred to the
American clipper ship  Wild Ro ver, and spent almost a year traveling the  Atlantic before
landinginthe WidRover6s home port of Boston. Niijima retu
1874 (Meiji 7) after receiving an American education and a new name: Jo. But it was not just
his name t hat had changed. When Niijima boarded the  Beriin he had been a samurai, but by
the time of his return he had become a Christian minister.
Because Niijima founded Doshisha, he is best known as an educator. But before he
became an educator he was a Christian minister and missionary. He was educated in the
Boston area of Massachusetts, an area largely committed to a branch of Christian faith, called
the Congregationalists. The schools he attended were Congregationalist and most of the people
around him 4 inclu ding the Hardy family who sponsored his education & were likewise
influential members of this church.
Through the influence of his educational experiences in Massachusetts, Niijima began to
dream of opening a similar kind of school in Japan. He imagined mo  re than just a school,
however, but one firmly based on Christianity. For him Congregationalism represented the
ideal form of church organization, and its teaching were more than simply an ornament, but
were a fundamental foundation for knowing the truth, creating a free society, and an
indispensable part of living an active life. So, before he was ever an educator, he was a man who
read the Bible, prayed and preached as a committed Christian.
With this in mind this series of H  IKARI -KAN exhibits returnsto  the first theme,
o0Doshisha and Christianity.éd Here we can see on
his notes that show his interactions with the text. We would be delighted if through this
exhibition you see the many ways Christianity has gu  ided and supported Doshisha.

Director, Doshisha University ~ Center for Christian Culture
Kazuhiko Yokoi

March, 2019
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Exhibition Theme:
Niijjima Jo and Christianity

Niijima encountered Christianity and as he learned more
his faith deepened. He then collaborated with others who shared
his evangelical goals and created an education based on
Christianity. This trajectory can be seen in many documents,

including a number highlig hted in this exhibition.



Exhibition Documents

Prayer (copy) 1865, 1 piece, 13.5x12.5cm

On October 12, 1865 (Keio 1) Niijima arrived in Boston port and shortly after wrote this
prayer in English. Alpheus Hardy, the owner of the Wik Rover, which had brought Niijima
to America, encouraged him to explain why he had come to America. Niijima spent three days
at the Boston Sailords Home writing that e
wrote this prayer.

Niijima J 0 8 s (cBpy) datd uknown, 1 volume, 21x14cm

In the year after Niijima arrived in America, Alpheus Hardy became the guardian of a
young man named Joshua Montgomery Sears (1854 -1905) who gave Niijima this Bible.
Niijima already had a condensed Bibl e translated into Chinese, so the English Bible was the
first time he had ever seen the full text
notes, indicating his deepening curiosity and faith.



Exhibition Documents
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Correspondence to Niijima from eight missionaries  (copy) January 1, 1874 1 item, 25.1x 20.1cm

Excited t o | e aimpendnggraduatiomrom Andoverd lieslogical Seminary,
eight Christian missionaries in Kobe signed a joint letter urging him to join their work. They
were particularly eager to welcome a Japanese colleague. In November 1874, the American
Board of Commiss ioners for Foreign Missions made Niijima an associate missionary, and sent
him to Japan to join the work of other missionaries.

Branch of Chastisement (copy) Meiji period , 3 pieces, the largest 60 cm

In April 1880 (Meiji 13) , senior students led sophomores in a protest against the school,
leading Doshisha into turmoil. On the 13th of April Niijima addressed the students at the
morning chapel hour, tell ing them that the troubles were the result of his poor leadership,
rather than their disobedience. To punish himself for this failure, Niijima used this cane to
repeatedly strike the palm of his hand. The incident deeply impressed the students with
Nijima 6 s i ntegrity and deep Christian faith
generations of Doshisha faculty and students.



Exhibition Documents
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Doshisha Academy began with just two teachers, one of them Jerome Dean Davis (1838 -
1910). This is a draft of his employment contract. Davis was a devoted missionary working in
Kobe, and eagerly agreed to hel p whtiod. Séme ofl
Davisd students in Kobe became among Doshi
therefore one of Doshishads most i mportant
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Not long after establishing Doshisha Academy, Niijima invited a missionary named Dwight
Whitney Learned (1848 -1943) to join the faculty. At that time missionaries were expected to
have a well -rounded education and be expert in many fields, and D. W. Learn  ed was no
exception. I n the school 6s ear | y -rdngingdopics asa
Christianity, language, economics, and astronomy. When Doshisha was granted university
status in 1920, he served as president, and over more than half -a-century made significant
contributions.



Poster panel

Mount VVernon Church

The present Mount Viernon Church

On September 24, 1874 (Meiji 7) at Mount Vernon Church in Boston, Niijima was
ordained a minister. At the service, his former Amherst professor ~ Julius Hawley Seelye
(1824-1895) gave a dedicatory sermon based on John 12:32. Sticking to old Puritan
principles, both Amherst College and Seelye made a deep impression on Niijima and
continued to inspire him long after he completed his three years of study there.

Niijima Jobdbs Studies at Andover Se

1. Photo of Niijima Jo, his classmates and the staff of Andover Seminary
2. Photo of Niijima Jo, taken while he was a student at Andover Seminary

After graduating from Amherst, Niijima consulted with Alpheus Hardy and agreed to
continue his studies at Andover Seminary. Beginning in September 1870 (Meiji 3), Niijima
enrolled in a special course. Andover taught New England theology, and educated it students
for careers as ministers and missionaries. In 1872 (Meiji 5), while studying at Andover,
Niijima was asked by the Iwakura diplomatic mission to advise Tanaka Fujimaro, who had
beensentt o study and report on Western educat
toured the US and seven European nations, studying education, hospitals and newspapers.
Throughout the US and Europe Nijima saw first  -hand the important links between
education and Christianity, and this became the basis for his own educational philosophy:.
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Poster panel

Portrait of Niijima Jo and his wife Yae

Portraitof Niijma Jo and Yae

This is a picture taken shortly after Niijima and Yae were married. Niijima wears western
clothes, while Yae wears a kimono, holds a Western hat and wears Western shoes. In the early
Meiji period it was extremely rare to see anyone wearing Western clothes. The author
Tokutomi lichiro (better known by his later name, Tokutomi Soho ) famously mocked Yae for
this mixture of western andrnuadp aan shiteg ghaatenh i
(yokai) in Japanese folklore. The wedding ceremony took place at the home of  J.D. Davis, and
was the first Christian wedding ceremony in ~ Kyoto.

Niijimads Residence

Niijimads Residence Shortly After Construct

Niijima and his wife were not only married in Western style, they lived in Western style as
well. One example is taking up residence in their new house as a couple. The house was built
with a donation from Joshua Montgomery Sears, who had lived in Boston with the Har d
at the same time when Niijima was a student in the US. The Niijima house was built on the
site of the home of Takamatsu, which Doshisha Academy leased for a school building when it
first opened. The two -story, wooden building has a western -style exterior, while the interior is
in a more Japanese style making it an example of an east  -west aesthetic. In 1985 (Showa 60)
it was declared a Tangible Cultural Property in Kyoto, and is open to the public for visitation.
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