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Exhibition Details:

The exhibition is held at the Doshisha Kyotanabe  Kaido HIKARI -KAN from July 1, 2022 until

the end of October, 2022. Sponsored by the Doshisha University Center for Christian Culture

and supported by the Doshisha Archives Centeritpr esent s documents rel ated
life and thought as they relate to the development of the Doshisha Kyotanabe Campus.

Cover photo

(Left) Map of Doshisha Property and Surrounding Area, 1890 (Meiji 23)

(Right) Map of Doshisha  Property and Surrounding Area, 1890 (Meiji 23)



Display Theme :
Ni i j iVimianofer a School

It 1 s well known t hat D3 workeds
diligently to find funds to establish a university, but if we look at

the earliest materials during that time we can also understand

that he was not simply trying to promote English language
education or a university, but he also wanted to establish a
preparatory school that would prepare students for entry into

the English School. That is, he had a larger, comprehensive
vision for a Doshisha education, which the historical materials

in this exhibit illustrate.



Exhibition Documents
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Dratft of the outline and plans of the purpose of  founding
Doshisha University (copy), 1882,  volume, 26x19cm

In November 1882 (Meiji 15) wrote a public proposal explaining his plans for establishing the

uni versity. On display is the oldest dr ai
departmental organization, including  religious studies, philosophy, medicine, and law. After
getting sufficient funds he planned to establish departments of natural sciences and literature

as well. He made a strong case for his p
thevisi on for true scholarship.o6 Niijima un
higher learning.
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This is the draft of a speech Niijima likely gave in Osaka around 1889 (Meiji 22). Osaka was
a rising commercial center and Niijima made the case there that philanthropy and money
used wisely could contribute to a greater prosperity. In his speech he explained that donations
provided the giver a kind of indirect benefit that could not be measured by money, but that
helped advance Japanese people and society. For this reason he urged donations to Doshisha,
which would then nurture the kinds of people who would steadily improve Japan.
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Branch of Chastisement (copy), Meiji period , 3 pieces, the largest 60cm

In April 1880, senior students led sop homores in a protest against the school, leading
Doshisha into turmoil. On the 13th of April Niijima addressed the students at the morning

chapel hour, telling them that the troubles were the result of his poor leadership, rather than

their disobedience. T o punish himself for this failure, Niijima used this branch to repeatedly
strike the palm of his hand. The inciden
integrity and deep Christian faith and became a lesson passed down to subsequent
generations of Doshisha faculty and students.

Ni i j I ma o deSnknowd ivolimd, 2614cm

In the year after Niijima arrived in America, Alpheus Hardy became the guardian of a young

man named Joshua Montgomery Sears (1854 -1905) who gave Nijjima this Bible. Niijima
already had a condensed Bible translated into Chinese, so this English Bible was the first
time he had ever seen the full text. In t
indicating his deepening curiosity a nd faith.



Exhibition Documents

The Purpose of the Foundation of Doshisha University — copy |
1888, 1 volume, 21.5x14.8cm

This is a pamphlet distributed in November 1888 (Meiji 21). Niijima articulated the founding
principles, while the journalist and inte
printed in magazines and newspapers throughout the nation and was thus widely seen. The
central principle for the founding of the new school was totrainci ti zens to

conscience of the nation, 6 an idea Niijima
United states.

Names of Donors to Doshisha University  (copy), 1889, 1 volume, 26 5x18cm

In 1889 (Meiji 22) this list of donors was compiled. Here we see each name (except for those
who wished to remain anonymous) and the amount they gave, ranging from large to modest.
This reminds us that many segments of soci
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1.Dr af t,

Seven years after opening Doshisha Academy in 1875 (Meiji 8) Niijima J

oOutline
2. Portion of a Map of Doshisha Property and Surrounding Area, 1890 (Meiji 23)

and

Establishing

Doshi sha

began cc

donations to establish a university. In that year, 1882 (Meiji 15), a plan for establishing a
university was drafted that would add a broader unified curriculum beyond that alread y

offered at the Doshisha Academy.
departments for religious studies and philosophy, medicine, law, natural sciences, literature,

all aimed at providing a thorough education. Although there were no detailed

Niijimads

the ne

explanations

for the curriculum of each department, the plan was sufficient to move ahead by purchasing
7338 tsubo (roughly 24,000 square meters) of land in an area on the eastern side of

Kami gory3z Shrine,

Doshisha Chapel

Doshisha Chapel, shortly after completion

The

symbol

chapel 06s
about six months later. At the cornerstone laying ceremony Niijima spoke about the deep

connection between religion and education, saying that the chapel was the foundation, the
and
religious life and teaching.
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Doshisha Chapel Interior, shortly after completion
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